A STUDY OF HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM

Some Bible students believe the scriptures teach that Holy Spirit Baptism (HSB) is for Christians in this age, and some claim to have received such baptism.  Other Bible students believe that HSB was a special occurrence in the first century with a unique purpose and for the Apostles only.  This study is a look at what scriptures say to support the latter view. It will cover:

· The importance of the doctrine of Christ.

· Seven baptisms mentioned in the New Testament (NT)

· The one baptism Paul speaks of in Ephesians 4:4-6

· A discussion of HSB: for the Jews; then for the Gentiles.

· Purpose and cessation of miracles

· Are the HSB and miracles for us today?

All Bible quotations are from the New King James Version (NKJV), and were copied from the internet site, www.biblegateway.com.

A statement made on www.BibleStudyGuide.org, “Neither 'baptism of the Holy Spirit' nor 'baptism in the Holy Spirit' appear in Scripture,” has been put here for your consideration.  However, it is unconfirmed by this writer.

THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST

This paper is written based on the belief that all scripture is inspired of God (II Tim 3:16,17), including II John 1:9,10, which states:

“Whoever transgresses [goes ahead] and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God.  He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.”

During His earthly ministry, Christ gave His doctrine to His chosen Apostles-- “the twelve.”  Then, at the end of His life, at the last supper as described in the Gospel of John, He said he would send the Comforter to them after he had gone to His Father.  Jesus told the Apostles the Comforter would bring to their remembrance all that He had said to them, and guide them into all truth.  Then, before He ascended to heaven, Jesus said to the Apostles,  

“Go therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  (Matt 28:19,20)

The things Jesus taught His twelve disciples, and the “all truth” the Holy Spirit revealed to them constitutes the total doctrine of Christ.  The task of the twelve was to teach it to all nations.  We have those teachings recorded for us in the New Testament.  The Apostle Paul said, “I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.”  (Acts 20:27).  Jude said (in verse 3), “contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.”  The Word of God was revealed once for all and has been preserved in written form through the ages for all humanity.  Jesus said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.”  (Matt 24:35)

It is imperative that we know the doctrine of Christ in order to abide in it.  This would include an understanding of the baptism with the Holy Spirit which is part of His doctrine.

THE SEVEN BAPTISMS (immersions)

Seven baptisms found in the NT:

· The baptism into Moses (I Cor 10:1-2)

· The baptism of John the Baptist unto repentance (Matt 3)

· The baptism with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2; Acts 10)

· The baptism with fire (Matt 3:11-12)

· The water baptism into Christ (Acts 2:38 and elsewhere)

· A baptism of suffering Jesus alludes to when the mother of the sons of Zebedee asks that they may sit at His right hand and left hand (Matt 20:20-23)

· The great flood, in which Noah and his family were saved through water in the ark, was a type of baptism.  (I Peter 3:20-21)

The baptism into Moses was a one-time occurrence, indicated by the text.

The baptism of John became invalid after the death of Jesus .  (Acts 19:4-5)

The Baptism with the Holy Spirit was a promise made in general by John the Baptist, then specifically by Christ to the Apostles.  There are two occurrences of it in the NT; in Acts 2, the Apostles (to the Jews), and in Acts 10, Cornelius and his household (to the Gentiles).  The baptism with the Holy Spirit also had a specific purpose and is no longer valid (further discussion below).

The baptism of fire is reserved for the end of the world, Jesus executing.  (Matt 3:11,12)

The baptism in water, into Christ (in His name and by His authority), for remission of sins was first preached by Peter in Acts 2:38.  Water baptism is a valid part of the NT covenant, a command to all believers.  Heb 5:9 says, “He [Jesus] became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey him.”  (See also Matt 28:18-20, Mark 16:14-16, Acts 8:12-13, 8:35-39)

The baptism of suffering was for Jesus and many of  His followers, but not for everyone.

The great flood of Noah's time was a one-time occurrence.  It is recorded in Genesis 6, 7, and 8 (emphasis on 7:11).  In the NT reference is made to it as a type, “…in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water.  There is also an antitype which now saves us – baptism….” (I Peter 3:20,21)

THE ONE BAPTISM

In Ephesians 4:4-6, Paul says there is one baptism.  After careful study, it is evident that baptism in water is a command given by Jesus that all believers must obey.  Therefore, to teach that HSB is valid in our present day for all believers puts one in the uncomfortable position of preaching TWO baptisms.  In accordance with the first part of Romans chapter 6, it could well be said that water baptism is the point of the new birth.  Other scriptures support this.

HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM

The Gospel came first to the Jews, then to the Gentiles.

“But He [Jesus] answered and said, “I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” (Matt 15:24)

“Then Paul and Barnabas grew bold and said, 'It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you [Jews] first; but since you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles.'” (Acts 13:46)

“Therefore let it be known to you [Jews] that the salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles, and they will hear it!” And when he [Paul] had said these words, the Jews departed and had a great dispute among themselves. (Acts 28:28,29)

“For I [Paul] am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.” (Romans 1:16)

To the Jews:  

The first occurrence of HSB is recorded in Acts 2.  The purpose was to impart power to the Apostles as well as to reveal the word of God to them. They used this power to confirm the Word they preached with signs and wonders, and also to impart spiritual gifts to first century Christians by laying their hands on them so they could function collectively as mature churches.  (See I Corinthians 12 for a list of nine spiritual gifts.)

HSB was promised in general by John the Baptist, then by Jesus specifically to the Apostles.  (Mark 1:6-8, John 14:26, John 14:15; 16:12-15; Luke 24:44-49; Acts 1:2-5)

There is confusion in the religious world about whether the HSB was for the Apostles only, or for all 120 people in the upper room on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2). The phrase containing information about the 120 is in parentheses (Acts 1:15).  A rule of English grammar is that parenthetical information is secondary to the main thought of a sentence or paragraph, and could be removed entirely without affecting the importance of the main point.  Following is further text that points to the Apostles only.   

In Acts 1:5, Jesus speaking to the eleven:  “…but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  And again, in verse 8, to the eleven:  “…you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you…”   Verse 26 says, “...he [Mathias] was numbered with the eleven apostles” -- and the next verse (2:1) states “When the day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all in with one accord in one place.” The pronoun “they” finds its antecedent in 1:26 in the word “apostles.”  (Please carefully study all pronouns in Acts 2:1-4.)  In Acts 2:7, the multitude was amazed and were saying to one another, “Look, are not all these who speak [in tongues] Galileans?”  (The point here is that uneducated men were speaking other languages.)  Acts 2:14,”But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them….”  

These scriptures are strong indication that the HSB was for only the twelve.  There is no text saying that the Holy Spirit came upon all 120 people in the room.  

To the Gentiles (about 10 years later):

“Then he [Peter] said to them [Gentiles], “You know how unlawful it is for a Jewish man to keep company with or go to one of another nation. But God has shown me that I should not call any man common or unclean.” (Acts 10:28)

The second occurrence of  HSB, recorded in Acts 10, was for Cornelius (a Gentile) and his household.  A recounting of that event is given by Peter in Acts 11, and touched upon again in Acts 15:7-9. The purpose is found in chapter 11, verse 18, when the Jews said, “Then God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life.”

Contrary to what many believe and teach, the unexpected HSB of Cornelius and his household (Acts 10) is not what saved them.  Read Acts 11:14:  The angel told Cornelius, “call …Peter who will tell you words by which you and all your household will be saved.”  HSB was not part of what Peter preached.  That miracle surprised him and the Jews with him.  The culmination of Peter’s preaching was “Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?”  And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord.” (Acts 10:47,48)

Upon close study of Acts 10, especially verses 28, 34, and 35, the occurrence of HSB for Cornelius and his household is a sign from God, for the Apostles and for everyone else, both Jews and Gentiles, that the Gospel was for everyone.  So, in a very real way, the Gentiles' HSB was for the Apostles -- to guide them into all truth.

There is no indication that the Holy Spirit gave to these Gentiles the same power He gave to the Apostles, nor that He made any revelations to them.  The scriptures indicate only that they spoke in tongues, as a manifestation of the presence of the Holy Spirit.

MIRACULOUS GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The topic of miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit is a major study of some complexity in itself.  It is touched on here only to say that HSB gave the Apostles the power to impart the miraculous gifts to others by the laying on of their hands.  See an example in Acts 8:13-34.  Then, see I Corinthians 12, 13, and 14 for:  a) a list of the gifts, b) Paul’s statements about when they would cease, and c) his instructions to the first century church about how they should be used.  The gifts had a specific purpose for first century Christians.  It's not hard to understand that the purpose was to help the early church function at a mature level.  (See also, Ephesians 4:7-16.)  As well, it's not hard to know for certain that the “perfect ” thing in I Corinthians 13:10 is perfect (mature) knowledge and prophecy, which we have in written form – the Bible.

Here is an excerpt from a booklet, “Has 'That Which Is Perfect' Come?” by Gary Workman:  

Spiritual gifts did not subjectively produce spirituality in the lives of those who were gifted.  That was not the purpose of the gifts.  When Jesus “gave gifts unto men” (Ephesians 4:8), it was so that the gospel might be correctly proclaimed through apostles and other divinely-aided teachers (Ephesians 4:11) and that by the HEARING of it the saints might be matured and the body of Christ built up (Ephesians 4:12).  Thus, by the help of the gifts Christians were protected from doctrinal error (Ephesians 4:14) and enabled to speak the truth (Ephesians 4:15).  The use of genuine spiritual gifts was a sign of babyhood.  Maturity was to come with the ending of the gifts.

PRESENT DAY CLAIMS

Concerning the claims by some that Holy Spirit baptism and miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit exist for us today, it behooves each Bible student to closely compare those claims with the truth of the scriptures to see if they are so.   Besides preaching TWO baptisms instead of ONE, they go beyond the doctrine of Christ and therefore do not have God.  (II John 9, above.)

I, personally, have said to myself in times past after reading the appealing stories in magazines like “Voice” and “Guideposts,” “If this is true, I want it.”  There is great emotional satisfaction in reading the claims about the charismatic movements.  But, I could not justify the teachings by scripture.  And, I remembered the warnings, one of which is II Thessalonians 2:9-12:

“The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”  

RECOMMENDED READING:

“Lessons on the Holy Spirit” by Elmer Moore. This book (137 pages) can be ordered from:  Truth Bookstore, 420 Old Morgantown Road, Bowling Green, KY 43102, (800) 428-0121.  Cost:  $6.75

AUTHOR'S REQUEST

Please read all the referenced scriptures, and make up your own mind that they do, in fact, support the stated view.  If your conclusions on this topic are different from mine, please do me the favor of telling me the scriptures you would use to rebut.

And, please notify me of any errors found.
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